




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Target of Notification in Handling Child Abuse Cases by Schools and Teachers:
Discussions in the Deliberation Process Regarding the Act on the Prevention,
etc., of Child Abuse and Analysis of Manuals
Masaki  TAKATANI
In the Act on the Prevention, etc., of Child Abuse, the obligation of notification of child abuse is imposed on
“a person who has detected a child who appears to have suffered child abuse.” The target of this obligation does
not fall under the responsibility of organizations or groups but individuals. However, previous research
indicates that school teachers notify detection of cases of child abuse concerning their students only under their
school principal’s guidance and permission. Although the obligation of notification of detection of child abuse is
imposed on an individual person, it begs the question as to why this obligation of notification is not imposed on
a school as an organization?
In this paper I examine the target of notification of detection in handling child abuse cases by schools and
teachers. First, I examine the legislative intent of the obligation of notification of detection of child abuse by
analyzing discussions in the deliberation process regarding the Act on the Prevention, etc., of Child Abuse.
Second, I analyze manuals designed specifically for detecting and addressing child abuse for schools and
teachers.
First, the government’s legislative intent focused on establishing the obligation of notification of detection
of child abuse and making this obligation widely known. Therefore, there is no perspective to consider how to
recognize a target of notification of detection in handling child abuse cases by schools and teachers. Second,
from analyzing manuals, almost all the manuals indicate school organizations are essentially responsible for the
notification of detection of child abuse. However, only under specific instances, teacher can make notification of
detection of child abuse.
Given these results, although the duty of notification of detection of child abuse is imposed on each person,
it is the school organization that has the obligation so that a system can be constructed and operated to handle
not only child abuse cases but other problems as well. On the other hand, there is the likelihood that teachers
recognize the obligation notification of detection of child abuse only as a school organization’s obligation.
